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Besides there were still those who beKeved that the
value of military experience should be measured
in terms of time as well as by its intensity. Franco
was only thirty, and to give him command of the
Legion then, would establish him before the world
as the classic example of a military hero, risen to
fame through bis own phenomenal achievements.
There were some who counselled that such a course
might go to the young man's head, but they were
accused of reactionary convention, of trying to
restrain the progress of one more brilliant than
themselves. Their quiet voice of reason was not
heard amid the cry of enthusiasm that rose from
the hero's admirers.
At a cabinet meeting in June, 1923, Franco was
promoted to the rank of lieutenant-colonel, in-
order that he might take command of Spain's
Foreign Legion,
Three months after taking on his new responsi-
bility, Franco was back in the Peninsula once more,
and this time those who were watching the career
of the superman had reassuring, or perhaps
disappointing, evidence that he was after all prone
to certain human weaknesses. He came to marry
Carmen Polo y Martinez Valdes.
Franco's courtship has, like so many aspects of
his early history, been obscured by a haze of roman-
ticism. His wife's family, wealthy, upper-middle-
class Asturians, were for a long time opposed to
their daughter's intention of marrying a man whose